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Commissioner for Patents 

The reply filed on April 2, 2004, is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): 

The amended claims are missing original claim language. The current amendment practice requires the submission of the text of all 
claims, using underlining to show added material and strikethroughs or double-bracketing to show canceled material. The submitted 
amendment is missing claim language. 

For example, claim 3 1 originally recited "an area-shaped microelectrode" and provided hmitations defining the arrangement of the 
microelectrodes within the microsystem. Amended claim 3 1 is missing these limitations. Since claim 32 still recites "the area-shaped 
microelectrode," it appears that the original language has inadvertently been omitted. 

Another example of missing language appears in claim 34, which originally recited "three microelectrodes" and "two 
microelectrodes" and also the relationship between the electrodes within the microsystem. These limitations do not appear in 
amended claim 34, and there is no indication that such language has been canceled. 

The amendment to the claims raises certain grammatical errors as well. For example, claim 29 recites "channel walls comprise 
bottom and cover surfaces walls" in line 2. It appears that the word "surfaces" should be deleted as it was in line 3. Another example 
include the hyphens "-" added in claim 3 1 (lines 1 and 4). Further inconsistencies between the original claims and the amended claim 
also include the limitation "the channel has a cross-sectional, rectangular shape," which appears to describe the channel as "cross- 
sectional" as opposed to having a rectangular cross-section as originally presented. 

Applicant's assistance in identifying and correcting these and other inconsistencies is appreciated. 

See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) 
DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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